Parliamentary Pointers
“Interpretation of Bylaws”
      How is the language in the bylaws of your organization interpreted???
      Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised, 11th Edition states, “In preparing bylaws and interpreting them, the following principles of interpretation … may be of assistance.”  (p. 588)
      1.  Ambiguity – Look for statements in various articles that do not agree.  Ambiguous 


statements must be interpreted and worded in accordance with the intention of the 


association.
      2.  Meaning – Look for provisions that are susceptible to two meanings.  State something 


once and state it correctly.
      3.  General vs Specific – Look for statements that are general and other statements on the 


same subject that are specific.  A general statement has less authority than a specific 


statement.

      4.  Authorized vs Prohibited – A statement of authorization can be carried how far.  If a 


statement authorizes something specifically, other things of the same class are prohibited.
      5.  Certain Privileges vs Greater Privileges – When certain privileges are granted, greater 


privileges are prohibited.
      6.  Limitations  - A limitation prohibits everything greater than what is prohibited.
      7.  Definition of Penalty – A penalty definitely stated prohibits the increase of the penalty.
Wording used when writing, amending or revising bylaws must be carefully considered.   It is advised to use “tight” clarity and precision in word choice, sentence structure, and punctuation. (p. 568)   Punctuation has an important effect.  “Each sentence should be written so as to be impossible to quote out of context; that is either its complete meaning should be clear without reference to sentences preceding or following….” (p. 568-569)
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